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FLORIDA 
ADOPTION 
ASSISTANCE

To protect and promote each child’s 
right to security and stability of a 
permanent family home.  Adoption 
assistance, including financial aid, is 
available to prospective adoptive 
parents to enable them to adopt a 
child in the state’s foster care 
system who, because of his or her 
needs, have proven difficult to 
adopt.” s.409.166(1), F. S.



ADOPTION ASSISTANCE FOR PRIVATE ADOPTIONS

• Tuition Fee Exemption
• Post-Secondary Education Support and 

Services 
• Post Adoption Services from CBC or 

CMO (not required)
• Post Adoption Communication Contact 
• State Employee Benefit
• State Parks Benefit

• Maintenance Adoption Subsidy
• Extended Maintenance Adoption 

Subsidy 
• Medicaid
• Medical Assistance
• Non-recurring Adoption Expenses
• Florida Adoption Reunion Registry

Available Not Available 



PRIVATE ADOPTION ASSISTANCE REQUIREMENTS
(DOCUMENTATION OF THESE CRITERION BEING MET MUST BE PROVIDED PRIOR TO ACCEPTING THE FILE FOR 

PROCESSING IN FSFN)

• Permanent commitment to the 
Department or licensed child-placing 
agency

• Specific factor that makes it difficult to 
place the child for adoption - member of 
a sibling group that must be placed 
together for adoption, age 8 or older, 
physical or emotional handicap, 
developmentally disabled, black or 
racially mixed, or significant emotional 
ties to foster parent

• Documentation of reasonable but unsuccessful 
efforts to place without subsidy except for when 
child is being adopted by foster parent or relative 
caregiver

• US citizen or qualified noncitizen

• Under 18 years old 

• Never emancipated

• Approved adoption home study (valid for 12 months 
from date of approval)

• Prospective adoptive parent(s) of the child meet 
background check requirements 



PRIVATE ATTORNEYS & 
AGENCIES NOT LICENSED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
To accept file for processing in FSFN:
• The child must be determined SSI eligible (prior to the adoption) or
• If the child was receiving adoption subsidy in a previous adoption and it 

dissolved as a result of a termination of parental rights or adoptive 
parent dies AND 

• It was determined that the child continues to meet characteristics to 
support special needs in the subsequent adoption

http://www.adoptflorida.org/docs/Licensed-Adoption-Agencies.pdf ***

http://www.adoptflorida.org/docs/Licensed-Adoption-Agencies.pdf


FLORIDA ADOPTION ASSISTANCE

Families are to apply directly to 
CBC where they currently 

reside.

• Licensed or Non-Licensed

• Pending or Finalized Adoption

INITIAL CONTACT 
All information required to 

process subsidy must be 
collected by the parties 

requesting subsidy. 
• Orders 
• Home Study
• Proof of Special Needs
• Proof of SSI 
• Reasonable Efforts
• Background checks, etc.

GATHERING INFORMATION
Determine who will be 

completing the steps at your 
CBC and the POC for the 

family.

If the request for subsidy is 
after finalization has occurred, 
a recommended denial must 
be sent to DCF Regional  staff. 

COMMUNICATION 

Complete necessary pages in 
FSFN regarding Private 

Adoption.

• Creation of Private Adoption 
page

• Creation of the Adoption 
Information page 

• Eligibility (Foster & Adoption)

• Post Adoption Case 

PROCESSING 



& FSFN
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• Complete Private Adoption Entity 
Information only. 

• Private agency or attorney created 
as a FSFN Provider and linked. 

PRIVATE ADOPTION  
PAGE
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Available to all Rev Max profiles for entry

LEGAL RECORD
NOT APPLICABLE CHILD 

Termination of Parent Rights – Private with Result as Granted

Termination of Parent Rights Petition – Private with Result as Filed

Filing – Voluntary Surrender – with Result as Filed



TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY 
PATHS- APPLICABLE 

CHILD
• Special Needs child must meet one of the following:

• At the time adoption proceedings were initiated, the 
child was in the care of the department or licensed 
private child placement agency pursuant to-

(a)  A court-ordered removal of the child with a judicial 
determination that continuation in the home would be 
contrary to the welfare of the child; or
(b)  A voluntary placement agreement or voluntary 
relinquishment

• The child meets all medical and disability 
requirements of supplemental security benefits; or

• The child was residing in a foster care with their minor 
parent, and the minor parent was in foster care 
pursuant to 1.(a) or 1.(b); or

• The child was IV-E eligible in a prior adoption



For all Eligibility Paths, except for court-ordered removals (Interventions), the 
IV-E Foster Care Eligibility Determination will be completed as Ineligible. 

IV-E FOSTER 
DETERMINATION
APPLICABLE CHILD 

Removal Home: Identify Parent(s)
Assistance Group: Child Only

Date AFDC Applies: Not Populated
All User Entered Questions: Answered as No
Link Relinquishments as a Legal Document – Court Report



Special Needs must be documented 

ADOPTION ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
APPLICABLE CHILD 
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Eligibility Path – select all that apply

ADOPTION ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
APPLICABLE CHILD 
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Eligibility Path – through an Attorney

ADOPTION ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
APPLICABLE CHILD 



TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY 
PATH- NON-APPLICABLE 

CHILD
• Special Needs child must meet one of the following:

• The child was removed and placed in foster care 
through a voluntary placement agreement to which 
federal payment was provided or court-ordered 
removal with a judicial determination that continuation 
in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the 
child, and met AFDC criteria; or

• The child meets all requirements of supplemental 
security benefits; or

• The child was residing in foster care with their minor 
parent and the minor parent’s board payment covered 
the cost of the child; or

• The child was IV-E eligible in a prior adoption



TITLE IV-E ELIGIBILITY 
PATHS 

NOT APPLICABLE CHILD 

Per the Children’s Bureau, this guidance 
should continue to be utilized since FFPSA 

has delayed the phase-in of Applicable 
Child. 
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VPA or Court-Ordered Removal 

IV-E FOSTER 
DETERMINATION

NOT APPLICABLE CHILD 

Removal Home: Identify Parent(s)
Assistance Group: Identify as a Constructive Removal

Date AFDC Applies: Populate with Legal Entry of Termination of 
Parental Rights Petition-Private or Termination of Parental 
Rights-Private if no petition filed. 
All User Entered Questions: Answered as appropriate for 
situation
Link Relinquishments as a Legal Document – Court Report



Special Needs must be documented 

ADOPTION ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
NOT APPLICABLE CHILD 
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Eligibility Path – select all that apply

ADOPTION ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
NOT APPLICABLE CHILD 
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Eligibility Path – through an Attorney

ADOPTION ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION
NOT APPLICABLE CHILD 
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• Complete Adoption Details fields 
after finalization.

• Select Complete checkbox after all 
fields are completed to freeze the 
page. 

• The Complete checkbox must be 
selected to create Post-Adoption 
case.

PRIVATE ADOPTION  
PAGE



• Supervisors have the ability to
deselect the Complete 
checkbox when data correction 
is necessary.

• Void functionality exists when 
page is created in error or 
duplicate pages exist.

PRIVATE ADOPTION  
PAGE



PRIVATE ADOPTIONS
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• If the AAA Is executed prior to the Adoption Finalization, a non-placement 
service should be created to issue payment. 

• Upon finalization, complete Create New Case After Finalization process. 



PRIVATE 
ADOPTIONS

• Once Intervention is granted:
• OOH placement is Discharged

• Attorney - Dismissed by 
Court/Transfer to Other Agency 

• Private Agency - Dismissed by 
Court Transfer To Licensed 
Private Agency

• FSFN Case remains opens until 
finalization.

• If subsidy is requested, same FSFN 
Case is used to open Private Adoption 
placement and process eligibility 
determinations

24



PRIVATE ADOPTIONS-INTERVENTION
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• IV-E Foster Care Eligibility
• New eligibility page will generate upon creation of the Private Adoption page
• Complete eligibility based upon removal by the Department

• Date AFDC Applies should be populated as to same from the removal episode 
prior to the Intervention. The IV-E Removal Date and Effective Date should 
remain as system-populated. 

• IV-E Adoption Eligibility
• Create an AAA to autogenerate an Adoption Eligibility page
• Complete Adoption Eligibility



QUESTIONS?
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