Summary of Findings template
Burns/Scalds

The child, enter victim’s name, was observed on enter date with describe the injuries observed. The child stated state the child’s explanation of injury. The parents stated state parents’ admissions or denials. Witnesses name them observed the child on date with injury. Medical staff at state medical facility stated enter statements. CPT was contacted and determined that the injury was state CPT determination. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Burns/Scalds. 

Bone Fracture

The child, enter victim’s name, was observed on enter date with describe the injuries observed. The child stated state the child’s explanation of injury. The parents stated state parents’ admissions or denials. Witnesses name them, if any observed the child on date with describe the injury. Medical staff at state medical facility stated enter statements. CPT was contacted and determined that the injury was state CPT determination. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Bone Fracture.

Internal Injuries

The child, enter victim’s name, was observed on enter date with describe the injuries observed. The child stated state the child’s explanation of injury. The parents stated state parents’ admissions or denials. Witnesses name them, if any observed the child on date with injury. Medical staff at state medical facility stated enter statements. CPT was contacted and determined that the injury was state CPT determination. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Internal Injuries.

Poisoning

The child, enter victim’s name, was observed on enter date with describe the symptoms observed by state who saw the symptoms. The child stated state the child’s explanation symptoms. The parents stated state parents’ admissions or denials. Witnesses name them, if any observed the child on date with injury. Medical staff at state medical facility stated enter statements. CPT was contacted and determined that the symptoms were from state CPT determination. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Internal Injuries.

Asphyxiation/Drowning/Suffocation

The child, enter victim’s name, was observed on enter date with the following physical indicators describe signs of A/D/S. The child stated provide the child’s statements and be sure to include if the child was unable to breathe or lost consciousness. The parents stated state parents’ admissions or denials. Witnesses name them, if any observed the child on date with injury. CPT was contacted and determined that the symptoms were from state CPT determination. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Asphyxiation/Drowning/Suffocation.

Physical Injury Abuse

The child, enter victim’s name, was observed on enter date with the following physical indicators describe injuries observed. The child stated state the child’s explanation of injuries. The parents stated state parents’ admissions or denials. Witnesses name them, if any observed the child on date with describe injury. CPT was contacted and determined that the injury was state CPT determination. This child has been observed by whom in the past with describe frequency of injuries. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Physical Injury Abuse.

Sexual Abuse

The child, enter victim’s name, was interviewed by whom and disclosed child’s statements-to include who did it, how often, when, where, etc. The parents stated statements. The alleged perpetrator, name of A/P, stated enter denials/admissions/inconsistencies. CPT was involved and determined state determination by CPT. The child was examined by name of medical personnel at facility and the child was found with or without physical indicators of sexual abuse. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Sexual Abuse.

Bizarre Punishment

The child, enter victim’s name, was interviewed by whom and disclosed child’s statements-to include frequency, duration, etc. The Department observed state CPI’s observations – locks on doors, handcuffs, whatever. The parents stated enter statements. Witnesses name them stated statements. It was or was not determined that this child was placed in a position wherein he could not take action to protect or care for himself.  Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Bizarre Punishment.

Mental Injury
The child, enter victim’s name, was interviewed by whom and disclosed statements about being mistreated or being well cared for. The parents stated how they talk to/treat the child. Witnesses name them stated statements. It has been determined that the child has now or is likely to develop substantial impairment to their basic functioning. The child is or is not receiving mental health services from name of counselors/agency. The mental health professional name of professional was consulted and determined the alleged perpetrator’s name of A/P actions were state professional’s ruling.  Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Mental Injury. [Based on the language, the child must be impaired or will reasonably become damaged because of the A/P’s actions or omissions. Avoid verified findings unless you have a mental health professional’s statement.]
Substance Misuse

The child, enter victim’s name, was interviewed by whom and disclosed statements about substances. The parents admitted or denied substance use include the substance, frequency, duration, etc. The parents were drug screened on date at Tri-County/Drug Court/etc and tested enter results. The Department observed the family’s home to be free of drugs/alcohol; have beer cans all over; smell like marijuana; etc Witnesses stated statements regarding substance use. It was determined that here is the key-you must tie in the affect on the child; i.e. the A/P is passed out drunk and unable to meet the child’s needs, the A/P left drugs in the baby’s crib, the A/P is so addicted to drugs that they spent their entire savings on drugs and cannot meet the child’s basic needs, etc. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Substance Misuse. [Not taking a drug screen, by itself, is still no indicators, unless you have other evidence].
Inadequate Supervision

The child, enter victim’s name, was interviewed by whom and disclosed statements about supervision. The child is enter age and is or is not capable of caring for himself or others for state the length of time he was unsupervised. The person in charge of watching the child at the time of the alleged incident was name of A/P. The parents stated statements. The A/P stated if other than a parent. Witnesses neighbors, etc stated statements. It was determined that the child has state how often inadequate supervision has occurred, how long they are unsupervised, if the child sustained any injury from lack of supervision, etc.  [Link the child’s age with a threat of harm]. Based on this evidence, there are no/some/verified indicators of Inadequate Supervision.
Abandonment

The child, enter victim’s name, was interviewed by whom and disclosed statements about caregivers/custody.  The caregivers/parents stated statements. Court documents if accessed reviewed revealed who has custody and any important detail. Witnesses named stated statements. It was determined that, at the time of the alleged abandonment, name of A/P or caregiver was responsible for the child and they did or did not meet their parental obligations. Based on this, there are no/some/verified indicators of Abandonment. [To have abandonment, the caregiver must leave the child and make no provisions for their care. Leaving a child with the other parent is not abandonment]. 

Environmental Hazards

The residence at state the residence address was observed by DCF to state the issues and be objective and clear. The child, enter victim’s name, stated issues about environment and any impact on the child. The parents stated statements. Witnesses named stated they observed thee home on date to be in condition. It has been determined that the condition of the home does or does not pose a threat of harm to the child because they are of an age that they cannot be expected to avoid the hazardous, the hazards are airborne, the hazards are immediately present, etc. [It is important to state the alleged hazards and assess the child’s capacity and needs. You may need to do some research to learn facts like, cockroaches can be carriers of diphtheria. Also, state how long the home has been in that shape and what the parents are doing about it]. Based on this, there are no/some/verified indicators of Environmental Hazards.

Malnutrition 

The child named was examined by medical provider name on enter dates and stats to reveal weight gains/losses.  Medical providers stated the child had state symptoms that are possible in malnutrition – protruding abdomen, thin hair, pale, wrinkly skin, etc. The parents stated parents’ statements about feedings, etc. Witnesses stated statements. CPT examined the child or reviewed the medical records and determined that state ruling. Based on the medical providers’ statements, there are no/some/verified indicators of Malnutrition.

Failure to Thrive

The child named was examined by medical provider name on enter dates and stats to reveal weight gains/losses.  Medical providers stated state doctor’s opinion. The parents stated enter the parents’ statements about feedings, etc. Witnesses stated statements. CPT examined the child or reviewed the medical records and determined that state ruling. Based on the medical providers’ statements, there are no/some/verified indicators of Failure to Thrive. [organic explanations-kidney, heart problems, etc- are not grounds for findings]
Medical Neglect

The child name has a medical diagnosis of state diagnosis-apnea, flu, severe diaper rash, etc. The child’s doctor named found it medically necessary for the child to state treatment-take antibiotics, have surgery, etc. The A/P named stated why they did not follow Dr orders or seek medical advice. Witnesses stated statements. [You need to get across what the symptoms were, how long the child had them, anything the parents did or did not do, etc]. CPT was notified and completed a medical exam on the child, reviewed the medical records, provided no services and determined that state CPT’s determination. Based on the evidence collected, there are no/some/verified indicators of Medical Neglect.  [You must have a professional’s statement to have verified findings].
Family Violence Threatens Child

The child, named, stated what they saw, heard, etc about DV. The child stated they were state their response-afraid, unaffected, etc as a result. The A/P stated statements about their history and acts of violence. The parents stated discuss the parents’ history of violence. The A/P has a or has no documented history of violence including state local criminal history, injunctions, priors, service calls for domestic disturbances, etc. Law enforcement investigated these allegations as well and found state LEO’s determination. Neighbors were interviewed and stated statements. Other witnesses stated statements. It has been determined that state frequency of violence, children’s proximity, any impact on family. Based on the evidence collected, there are no/some/verified indicators of Family Violence Threatens Child. [Verified findings means that there was a violent act, the children’s needs were ignored, and you can think of any hypothetical where the child could have been harmed because of that violent act.] 

Threatened Harm

It has been alleged that the child named is at risk because of state what the threat is-if it is because of another allegation to another child, it will be easier to type up after already stating those findings. The child named stated how they were at risk. The A/P named did state the actions/omissions by the A/P that led to the threat. Witnesses state any corroborating statements. [You need to get across how it has been determined that this child was/was not placed in a threatening situation]. Based on the evidence collected, there are no/some/verified indicators of Threatened Harm.
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