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Parent Information Sheet

You have recently become involved in Florida’s Child Welfare System.  Someone called the Department of Children and Families and expressed concern for the well-being of your child(ren).  Safety and Risk Assessments are very important in determining how safe your children are with you in your home.  The investigator will ask you questions and your participation and cooperation are very helpful in creating a safe solution.  We want to know the good things that you and your family do to take care of each other.  We also need to know the things that can put your children at risk and how we can help to improve the situation.


Through the safety assessment, we need to evaluate the risk to your children and identify the things that could help your family/children.


The investigator will ask you questions about:
· the allegation;

· previous criminal history of all household members over the age of 12;

· prior experience with the Department of Children and Families;

· friends, family, employers, neighbors, etc., that could provide helpful information;

· how you manage your home/family to include food, clothing, money, management, sleeping arrangements, transportation, etc. and;

· complicating factors – any issues that impact your best ability to care for your children.
The investigator will also look around your home to make sure the environment is 

safe and decent.  If you and the investigator identify safety or other needs, the investigator will make recommendations and can help locate services.  Some interventions include:

· in-home services that help with parenting and household skills;

· asking someone in the household who may be posing a risk to move out;

· suggesting your children move in with family or friends until the situation improves;

· and in some cases, children are removed from their family’s home due to immediate danger.  If that happens, you can still help make a plan for your children to return home.  The court and a social worker will oversee the process and help you to make improvements.
· A comprehensive behavioral assessment will be completed on your child.  You and others will be asked to participate in the information gathering process.  This information will be used to identify the strengths and needs of your child and family.  Once the assessment is complete, your child’s case manager will review the results with you and seek your input.
Although we recognize this can be a very stressful situation, your cooperation and

assistance can make a big difference in coming up with solutions.  We encourage you to participate in the safety plan and ask questions so that you understand the process.


Thank you.

Mission: Protect the Vulnerable, Promote Strong and Economically Self-Sufficient Families, and 
Advance Personal and Family Recovery and Resiliency


